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REVIEWS 


Dictionary of science and technology in 
English - French - German - Spanish; 
containing 10,000 current terms in the 
English language most frequently used 
in the physical sciences and their applied 
fields, together with separate indices in 
French, German, and Spanish, conversion 
tables, and technical abbreviations ; comp. 
by Maxim Newmark. 23cm. N.Y., Phil- 
osophical library, inc. c1943. viii, 386p. 
cloth $6. 

In his work in the Department of Modern 
Languages of the Brooklyn Technical High 
School the compiler found need of a diction- 
ary that would cover all the subjects of a 
polytechnical curriculum, that would be up 
to date, particularly in the fields of radio 


and aeronautics, and that would include the 
chief languages of instruction. This dic- 
tionary includes terms used in chemistry, 
physics, mathematics, machine-shop practice, 
wood-working shop, foundry and pattern- 
making, electricity, radio, aeronautics, archi- 
tecture, building, surveying, mechanical 
drawing, automobile and railroad transpor- 
tation, meteorology, navigation and photog- 
raphy. The vocabularies were checked 
against a basic word list compiled from the 
indices of every textbook and shop manual 
used at the Brooklyn Technical High 
School. Technical periodicals were also 
used as a source for words. The compiler 
states that there are some 10,000 English 
terms included and that in all languages, 
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including cross references, there are in- 
cluded nearly 50,000 terms. Standard 
American and foreign dictionaries have been 
consulted wherever questions of correct 
spelling, definition or usage were concerned. 

The main section of the volume contains 
205 pages. It is arranged alphabetically by 
the English word which is printed in bold- 
face type. After each word is the equivalent 
word in French, German, and Spanish in 
that order. Words of the same language are 
separated by commas, those of different lan- 
guages by semicolons. Each entry is num- 
bered. Pronunciation is not indicated. 
Following this main section are three index 
sections in which French, German, and 
Spanish words are separately listed. After 
each is a letter and a number referring to 
the English section, e.g. cera para zapateros 
in the index of Spanish terms refers to W116 
in the English section. 

In a dictionary of this size many technical 
words are necessarily omitted but within its 
scope the selection appears to be good. Terms 
in ordinary usage as well as recent terms 
are included. It does not contain as many 
purely technical terms as the New technical 
and commercial dictionary, by Guerrero, 
also reviewed in this issue, but it has more 
general words and some technical words 
not found in Guerrero. The Dictionary of 
science and technology has some inconsisten- 
cies in its entries and cross references. Full 
entries are given to both acid, hydrochloric 
and hydrochloric acid. Full entry is made 
for acid, sulphuric, while sulphuric acid is 
only a cross reference. Muriatic acid refers 
to acid where a cross reference to hydro- 
chloric acid is found, while acid, muriatic 
refers directly to hydrochloric acid. Full 
entries are included for engine, marine; ma- 
rine engine (steam), and marine engine (gas- 
oline) and though these have different trans- 


lations, there are no cross references. Both 
emery cloth and paper, emery are included 
but neither has cross references. The lists 
of abbreviations are very brief. 

The arrangement of this dictionary is 
such that translation from a foreign language 
to English is both inconvenient and time- 
consuming, as one must always look up the 
word first in the index and then in the 
main section to find the meaning which 
is sought. 

The binding is good but the paper and 
type are poor. There are a number of blurred 
letters and in the conversion tables, which 
are in very small type, there are a few figures 
at which one can only guess. 

The Dictionary of science and technology 
is recommended only for those who want a 
technical dictionary of limited scope which 
includes four languages in one volume. 


Educators guide to free films; annotated 
second edition comp. and ed. by Mary Fo- 
ley Horkheimer and John W. Diffor. Ran- 
dolph, Wis., Educators progress league, 
1942. cl1941. 165p. mimeographed $3. 

—- with ‘War time 
supplement. 1943. c1941. 165p. + 10 
supplementary p. mimeographed, $3. 


The first edition of this guide was pub- 


lished in 1941. According to the editor’s 
foreword to the second edition the “Guide 
has been prepared to meet a felt need for 
a complete service to provide reliable in- 
formation on free films” and “has been de- 
veloped by correspondence with the issuing 
agencies and sources. . . . The information 
contained in this Guide provides . . . the 
basis for an effective visual education pro- 
gram at a minimum cost, in almost every 
subject and for every grade.” The fore- 
word further states that “over 500 new 
films and film strips have been added” and 





A listing in this Bulletin does not constitute a recommendation 








Jury 1943 27 





“the annotations have been even more keenly 
edited for educational value.” ‘There are 
listed approximately 2500 films and film 
strips, including 16mm and 35mm films, 
both sound and silent, distributed by in- 
dustrial, governmental and philanthropic 
sources. 

Films and film strips are listed separately 
under seven general headings: Applied Arts, 
Fine Arts, Health Education, Language 
Arts, Science, Social Studies, Special. These 
are subdivided under twenty-eight subhead- 
ings with cross references at the beginnings 
of sections to other headings under which 
material may be found. There is no index 
to specific subjects under which all the films 
and film strips on a given topic may be 
found. For example, automobile films are 
listed under Transportation, Science, Ge- 
ography, and Social Problems, but the only 
way a user may locate all of the entries 
is to look through the entire list. Owing to 
the lack of an analytical subject index, the 
user must guess at the heading under which 
a film will be found. For example, a film 
on cheese-making is listed under Geography 
rather than under either Agriculture or 
Foods; a film on the TVA is listed under 
Recreation ; one on the rubber industry, un- 
der Geography. 

Under the subheadings, material is listed 
alphabetically by the name of the issuing 
agency, thus aviation films, for example, are 
scattered through 22 pages of films on Gen- 
eral Science. The foreword claims a cross 
index and an analytical index for the work, 
but the only cross index is the brief list of 
cross references at the beginnings of sec- 
tions; as, General Science, see also Biology, 
Chemistry, Consumer Education, Trans- 
portation and Film Strips. There is no 
index to such topics as Plant Growth, Bac- 
teria, Yeast, Microscopes, Television, all of 


which are represented by films listed in the 
Guide. The so-called analytical index is 
merely an alphabetical list of the issuing 
agencies with the numbers of pages on which 
their films occur. 

Information on each item includes name 
of the film, size or sizes available, whether 
sound or silent, number of reels, descriptive 
paragraph (sometimes only a sentence), 
running time, terms to users and the agency 
from which it is available. Carelessness is 
noted in that occasionally number of reels, 
running time, and terms to users are omitted. 

The descriptive pararraphs are very un- 
satisfactory. Frequently they do not de- 
scribe the film sufficiently to give any idea 
of its content or value. For example, one 
entry under Social Problems reads “Here is 
a feature-length, all technicolor motion pic- 
ture that tells the story of the initiative and 
resourcefulness so characteristic of Amer- 
ica.” ‘There is no indication that the films 
have been reviewed by the editors and there 
is slight evaluation, e.g., under Clothing, 
“This is a fashion picture made in 1941, but 
as many high style garments are still in use 
it is of interest.” Since there is seldom any 
indication of the date of production of the 
films and practically no indication of the 
age level or audience appeal, the claim of the 
editors that the Guide is a “basis for an ef- 
fective visual education program . . . for 
every grade” may well be questioned. Lack 
of indication of the amount of advertising 
or propaganda contained in the films will 
necessitate a preview in many cases. Al- 
though some entries indicate that transporta- 
tion charges are to be paid by the exhibitor, 
terms of loan are not indicated in all cases. 

A 1943 reprint of the second edition, with 
the addition of a wartime education supple- 
ment was issued in January 1943. The 
supplement consists of 10 pages, inserted 
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between pages 146 and 147, in which the 
films helpful to wartime courses are re- 
classified under six headings: Pre-induction, 
Pre-flight, Home Front, Nutrition and 
Diet, First Aid, and Physical Fitness and 
Recreation. The publishers state that a 
new edition is in preparation and will be 
ready about September 1943. 

In view of the lack of sufficient descrip- 
tion of many of the films, the lack of evalua- 
tion and statement of audience appeal, and 
the absence of a specific subject index, the 
Guide is not recommended. 


Home university encyclopedia. Clinton, 

Mass. Colonial press, inc. . 

In response to the Committee’s requests 
for review sets of this title, the publisher re- 
plied February 15, 1943: ‘The set is now 
undergoing considerable revision and this 
will not be completed for some time. There- 
fore, we are not in a position to submit a set 
for your review at this time.” 


Present distributors of the 1942 edition 
of this set include the University Society and 
Charles Scribner’s Sons, both of New York, 
and J. G. Ferguson and Associates of Chi- 
cago. Committee requests to each of these 
firms have been referred from one to the 
other, each avoiding responsibility for sup- 
plying review sets. 

In view of these circumstances, prospec- 
tive purchasers are advised to defer purchase 
until such time as a review of the edition 
now being distributed, or of a subsequent 
revision, appears in the Bulletin. 


New technical and commercial diction- 
ary; contains more than 50,000 words 
used in electrical, mechanical, chemical 
and marine engineering, radio, mining, 
textile and other industries. Also the mod- 
ern words referring to mechanized and 


motorized warfare, aviation, meteorology, 

etc., etc. Words used in business and com- 

merce, conversion tables of weights and 
measures, English and metric systems; 

comp. by Antonio Perol Guerrero . . . 

23cm. Brooklyn, Editorial technica unida, 

1942, c1942. xiv, 600p. lea. $10. 

“Part I Spanish-English, part II English- 
Spanish, part III Conversion tables of 
weights, measures and monetary units”: 
title-page. 

In the preface the compiler says, “Our 
dictionary has attempted to set a standard of 
terminology for all technical and commercial 
words.” He also says that the most impor- 
tant Spanish-English dictionaries now avail- 
able and glossaries of the latest scientific 
terminology have been studied, and that 
leading technical men in the United States 
and in Spain and collaborators in the Pan- 
American countries have been consulted, but 
none of them is named. Credit is given to 
the Diccionario de la Academia Espanola de 
1939, and Funk & Wagnall’s standard dic- 
tionary. 

Though some general words are included 
the vocabulary is primarily restricted to the 
fields mentioned in the subtitle. Some 
technical terms are included which are not 
found in the 1940 edition of Appleton’s new 
English-Spanish and Spanish-English dic- 
tionary, by Cuyas, or in the 1942 edition of 
A new pronouncing dictionary of the Span- 
ish and English languages, by Velazquez. 
Each of these include some technical terms 
which are not in Guerrero. The New 
technical and commercial dictionary is not 
as comprehensive as the English-Spanish 
comprehensive technical dictionary of air- 
craft, automobile, radio, television, by Sell, 
which was reviewed in Subscription Books 
Bulletin, January, 1942. Certain words that 
one might expect to find are lacking, e.g., 
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amphibian, chart, chassis, destroyer, and 
fabricate. Chemical appears only as part of 
a phrase such as chemical element, and 
camouflage appears only as part of camou- 
flage discipline. The author has not been con- 
sistent in his inclusion of noun or adjective 
forms of terms. Grafica(noun) is omitted 
but graphico(adj) is included. Sismologia 
(noun) is included but sismoldgico(adj) is 
omitted. LEstdtica grafica(noun) is included 
but estatigraficas (adj) is omitted. Some tech- 
nical terms in Petroleo, a journal published 
by Mexican oil companies, and in Coopera- 
cion, the organ of the National Chamber of 
Commerce of Merida, Mexico, were checked 
against the dictionary. Those not found 
were terracerias, capuchones, llama solar, 
Those found were sondeo, 
Pronunciation is not 


geoquimicos. 
bujias, pala, pozo. 
indicated. 

The arrangement and format make it easy 
to determine the specific term to use in a 
particular field. The word or phrase, fol- 
_ lowed by the field to which it applies, is 
printed in boldface type. Terms are grouped 
by the fundamental word. Auxiliary words 
are placed under the fundamental word. 
For example under coal are included — 
basin; — basket ; — bearing; and—, fossil; 
—, hard; —, pea; etc. 

The book has a thumb index, the type is 
clear, and the paper and binding are good. 

Since the English-Spanish comprehensive 
technical dictionary by Sell has been pub- 
lished only partially to date, this New 
technical and commercial dictionary may 
serve to satisfy an immediate need. Li- 
braries and individuals finding Cuydas or 
Velasquez inadequate for their needs and 
Sell too expensive for purchase may wish 
to consider Guerrero. To meet such condi- 
tions the New technical and commercial dic- 
tionary is recommended. 


Popular educator library; a liberal edu- 
cation of university standard, prepared by 
sixty-three experts. 10v. 22cm. N.Y., 
National educational alliance, c1938, 
1939, 1940. cloth $16.70; deluxe art- 
craft $19.70. » 

This set consists of “lectures” on 57 sub- 
jects, each subject a unit in itself with little 
relationship to the others. In this respect it 
resembles ‘a liberal education of university 
standard” ,sub-title;. The subjects and 
authors of a few of the series of lectures 
are: Accountancy, by Earl A. Saliers ; Aero- 
nautics, by Theodor Von Karman; Ameri- 
can History, by Harry Elmer Barnes; An- 
thropology, by Clark Wissler; Archaeology, 
by Albert T. Olmstead, and others; Art and 
Architecture, by Ernest Pickering; Astron- 
omy, by Clyde Fisher ; Bible History, by G. 
B. Winton; Biology, by John H. Gerould; 
Botany, by Loren C. Petry; Business Eng- 
lish, by John Presley Fife; and Chemistry, 
by L. A. Goldblatt. 

The foreword, signed simply “The pub- 
lishers,”’ indicates that the set is designed for 
those who have had to cut short their formal 
education. “It has been the consistent aim 
of our faculty of editors to assume no previ- 
ous knowledge, and to ‘begin at the begin- 
ning’ with each subject. . . . Our endeavor 
has been to make each series of lectures a 
complete thing in itself, affording an op- 
portunity for a thorogoing survey of the 
subject. Otherwise there would have to be 
constant cross-referencing to other subjects, 
to say nothing of the differences in viewpoint 
and interpretation which would have added 
to the confusion . . . . Certainly, no sub- 
scriber would like to be compelled to jump 
hither and thither from subject to subject in 
order to piece together a complete view of 
the subject he is especially interested in.” 

The arrangement of the various lectures 
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is, in the words of the foreword, 
“scrambled.” ‘The lectures, instead of being 
a unit, are scattered through successive 
volumes, so that the subscriber is indeed com- 
pelled to “jump hither and thither,” if not 
from subject to subject, at least from volume 
to volume. The idea behind this arrange- 
ment is “that it is almost impossible to con- 
tinue long in blind indifference to the other 
departments of knowledge,” if after 13 
pages of accountancy the reader encounters 
25 pages of American history, followed by 
16 pages of archaeology. At the end of 
each installment is a reference to the page 
in the following volume on which the con- 
tinuation can be found. The inconvenience 
of this arrangement is somewhat alleviated 
by the use of continuous paging and by hav- 
ing the inclusive pages stamped on the back 
of each volume. 

The “Complete Table of Contents” in 
volume 1 lists the various lectures alpha- 
betically under main subjects with consecu- 
tive numbering of the lectures and reference 
to volume, not page. The lectures are not 
numbered elsewhere in the set, with excep- 
tion of the reference at the end of each sec- 
tion citing the number of the lecture next in 
the sequence and the page on which it is 
found. Volume 10 contains a 60-page 
pronouncing index, arranged alphabetically. 

Aside from drawbacks in arrangement, 
the set suffers from lack of consistent edi- 
torial supervision and revision. The level at 
which material is presented varies from sub- 
ject to subject, depending on authorship. The 
lectures on American history in volume 1 
are very elementary in presentation. In the 
same volume lectures on archaeology include, 
without definition or explanation, terms such 
as potsherds, sherds, Paleozoic, Mesozoic, 
Caenozoic, which would be unfamiliar to 
the reader with little or no knowledge of the 


subject. Bibliographies for further reading 
are supplied rather generously in connection 
with lectures on the various literatures and 
languages. On the other hand, they are 
totally lacking in connection with some other 
subjects, as Aeronautics, Anthropology, and 
Archaeology in volume 6. 

It seems doubtful whether languages can 
be taught by the lecture method alone. Any- 
one who has studied a foreign language will 
realize the difficulties of attempting to teach 
or to learn French, German, Greek, Italian, 
Latin and Spanish in a few easy lessons. 
Prof. Pierce acknowledges this in lecture 26 
when he says, “It has not been possible in 
this short lecture series to cover all the con- 
structions that can occur in German; in fact, 
only the very fringe of the subject has been 
touched.” The language lectures may prove 
useful as a refresher course, although the 
use of an elementary grammar would ac- 
complish the same purpose. 

The double-column format allows the use 
of many small illustrations as well as two- 
column spreads. On the whole the illustra- 
tions are adequate, with the exception of 
the colored frontispiece reproductions, which 
give evidence of poor registry. The imita- 
tion leather used in the binding is of poor 
quality, and is unsuitable for library use be- 
cause of the heavy embossing covering the 
spine. 

The material in these volumes is modeled 
on the usual extension course. The authors 
are competent in their fields. The set lacks 
the cohesion that vigorous editing might have 
provided. More subjects could be added at 
will, the only revision needed being in the 
index. 

Popular educator library may prove use- 
ful to an individual who does not have ac- 
cess to library resources and wishes a syste- 
matic approach to the subjects included. Be- 
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cause of the arrangement of subject matter, 
the lack of good editorial supervision, and a 
binding unsatisfactory for library use, it is 
not recommended for libraries or schools. 


Publications of American historical com- 
pany and Lewis historical publishing 
company. 

The Subscription Books Committee fre- 
quently receives requests for information re- 
garding the publications of the Lewis 
Historical Publishing Company and its sub- 
sidiary, The American Historical Company, 
inc., both of New York and with branches 
in some other cities. The inquiries come 
from libraries which have been asked to 
place advance subscriptions to publications 
in the fields of biography and local history 
and from individuals who have been asked 
to furnish, for a designated sum, biographical 
sketches of relatives or of others they may 
wish to memorialize. 

The Committee has not reviewed recent 
titles from these firms, as review copies have 
not been supplied. The reasons given by 
the publishers are that the size of the edition 
of each work is limited to the number of 
advance subscriptions secured for that work 
—that no copies are available for general 
sale and hence there is no point in-reviewing 
o.p. titles. 

In commenting on a list printed and dis- 
tributed by The American Historical Com- 
pany, inc., entitled “Recent and Current 
Publications, Containing Only Titles Now 
Available” which lists out of 29 titles 22 
works in the field of local history and bi- 
ography, the publisher says, “The list that 
you mention covers a few sets returned be- 
cause of death, removals, insolvency, etc., 
and is enclosed to dealers or any inquirers or 
prospects who might wish to avail themselves 
of these returned sets.” 


Most of the biographical material in the 
volumes published by these companies is sup- 
plied by “subscribers” who pay a fee to insert 
a biography. 


Young America’s music; ed. by Albert 
E. Wier. 8v. 30%cm. N.Y., Charles 
Scribner’s sons, c1939. illus. fabrikoid 
$38.40. 

The editor of this set is the familiar com- 
piler of The ideal home music library, ten 
volumes, published by Scribner’s in 1913, re- 
vised in 1924; Scribner’s radio music library, 
c1931; and The whole world series, pub- 
lished as individual volumes by D. Appleton 
and Company between 1916 and 1924. 

The foreword in each volume of Young 
America’s music states that: ““The volumes 
... are devoted to the juvenile love of music 
because of their melodiousness, but will also 
tend to foster and develop intelligent ap- 
preciation of music in later years.” 

The eight volumes are divided into two 
distinct series; the first four are devoted to 
vocal music, volumes five to eight to instru- 
mental. Each group is arranged according 
to difficulty. The contents of the eight 
volumes are as follows: v.1, Cradle songs, 
nursery rhymes, musical games; v.2, Songs 
for little girls and boys, songs of nature and 
the seasons, of flowers, insects, birds and 
animals; v.3, Songs of work and play, of 
patriotism and home, Southern and folk 
songs, sacred songs and hymns; v.4, Christ- 
mas songs and carols, songs from grand and 
light operas, solo songs and vocal duets; v.5, 
Piano pieces for little fingers, first and second 
grades; v.6, Piano pieces in the third grade, 
and for solo use; v.7, Piano pieces from 
grand and light opera ; v.8, Four-hand pieces 
for beginners and for recreation, violin pieces 
with piano accompaniment. 

These volumes have two outstanding 
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features which librarians will want to con- 
sider. First is their attractive and substantial 
format. The notation is excellent, and will 
be appreciated especially by those who may 
want to read the volumes at the piano. Each 
page of the first three volumes and volume 
five is illustrated with line drawings which 
have a definite relation to the musical selec- 
tion on that page. The binding permits the 
volumes to lie flat when open, giving one 
the advantage of well-printed sheet music. 

The other feature concerns the content. 
While the standard of selection is high, it 
is also popular. A few classical composi- 
tions and most of the opera airs are presented 
in simplified form. Interesting progressions 
may be observed in some airs presented the 
first time very simply, later in a more elabor- 
ate arrangement and still again as song, 
piano piece or duet. Pieces intended for 
beginning students are transcribed in simple 
keys and tempos and the fingering is indi- 
cated. 

Each volume is indexed by title (for 
songs) or by composer (for instrumental 
pieces) and has a classified index as well. 
In addition, volume eight includes a complete 
alphabetical index to the whole set. Entries 
include title, composer, subject, instrument, 
and even form, as duets, and the use of 
italic or roman type shows which selections 
are songs and which instrumental pieces. 

For libraries any volumes containing 
selections of musical compositions must be 
judged by the titles included. ‘These vol- 


umes should be compared with the following 
in The whole world series, all of which are 
edited by A. E. Wier. Songs the whole 
world sings, Songs the children love to sing, 
Modern opera selections, Dance music, 
Light piano pieces, Children’s piano pieces. 

Young America’s music, although con- 
siderably more expensive than these six vol- 
umes, is much more attractive and substan- 
tial. Furthermore, the set under review 
contains about 300 compositions not in- 
cluded in any of the earlier compilations 
mentioned above. 

Considered as a whole, the set offers a 
selection from the world’s best and most 
familiar music, adapted and simplified for 
youthful or amateur musicians. For the ad- 
vanced or serious student it will be less 
valuable. Libraries specializing in music 
will have the scores from which this set is 
compiled as well as many other arrange- 
ments. For homes, and libraries with small 
music collections, that can afford it, the set 
is recommended. 





ERMISSION to quote a review in full is 

granted only to the publisher of the 
work reviewed. Permission to quote a re- 
view in part must be obtained from the 
American Library Association. Publishers 
of books or sets recommended herein wish- 
ing to refer to the Subscription Books Com- 
mittee’s appraisal of their work should 
avoid such statements as “Recommended 
(or endorsed) by the A.L.A.” Such a state- 
ment falsely implies action on the part of 
the Association. 
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